Expository Sermon Worksheet
For the weeks where the text needs more than a morning.
Rule of the page: write your own sentence in section 4 BEFORE you open a commentary. Otherwise you will preach the commentary and call it exegesis.
	Text
	
	Date
	

	Series
	
	Speaker
	



1. The text in front of you
Your own working translation or preferred version, written out: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Structure
Where does the thought turn? Mark the joints — conjunctions, repeated words, a change of subject or audience. Space below is deliberately empty for a diagram; draw on it by hand if you print this.
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Genre, and what it demands
☐  Narrative — the point is usually made by the shape, not by a statement
☐  Epistle — follow the argument; the connectives are the structure
☐  Poetry — parallelism, image, and restraint; do not flatten it into prose
☐  Parable — one main point, usually aimed at the people listening
☐  Law / prophecy — covenant context before contemporary application
4. My sentence, before the commentaries
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Commentary log
	Source
	What it gave me
	Where I disagreed
	Preach it?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


The third column is the one worth keeping. A commentary you argued with is a passage you actually understand — and in two years the note will be worth more than the sermon was.
6. Cross-references that genuinely help
Three at most. A chain of eleven verses is a concordance, not a sermon.
	Reference
	Why it belongs here

	
	

	
	

	
	


7. The author's point, revised
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
8. The big idea for this congregation
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
9. What I am NOT going to say
Every good study turns up more than one sermon. Write the other one down here and let it go, or it will follow you into the pulpit and take nine minutes.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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